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ActionAid is an international development agency whose aim is to fight poverty worldwide. Formed in 
1972, for over 34 years we have been growing and expanding to where we are today - helping over 19 
million of the world's poorest and most disadvantaged people in 47 countries worldwide. In all of our 
country programmes we work with local partners to make the most of their knowledge and experience. 
In 2003 we established a new head office in Johannesburg, South Africa, and began the process of 
making all our country programmes equal partners with an equal say on how we operate.  We work 
with local partners and the most vulnerable people to help them fight for and gain their rights to food, 
shelter, work, education, healthcare and a voice in the decisions that affect their lives. We don't 
impose solutions, but work with communities over many years to strengthen their own efforts to throw 
off poverty. We work at many levels - local, national, regional and international.  
 
Food rights - 800 million people still go to bed hungry every night, despite the fact that there is 
enough food in the world to feed everyone. In most developing countries over half of the population 
live in rural areas, usually involved in farming. But often they only have small plots of land, or they can 
be thrown off it at a moment's notice, they don't have access to the tools they need, the land becomes 
degraded from overuse, and they struggle to feed themselves.  Poor farmers are also being 
increasingly threatened by corporate control of agriculture. Trade rules, subsidies, patents and the 
wants of big business are all undermining the ability of small farmers to produce enough food to 
survive. By providing seeds, tools, credit and training we help poor people access the means to make a 
living, put food on the table and gain the respect of family and community. We also campaign across 
19 countries. We lobby individual country governments to get them to change their own policies.  
 
Education is not only a basic human right; it is a path to a better future.  
With education, people in developing countries are more likely to get jobs, giving them an income for 
food and shelter, leading to higher self-esteem. They are thus more likely to take an active part in their 
communities and help change what they can.  Our international education campaign has seen 
success on many fronts. We worked for example on a campaign to persuade the Tanzanian government 
to abolish school fees; the result was 500,000 more children in education. But it is not just children 
who are affected by a lack of education. Over 860 million adults cannot read or write. ActionAid's 
innovative approach to adult learning, Reflect, encourages groups of adults to use storytelling, drama 
and song to discuss issues that are important to them. In 2003 Reflect was awarded the United Nations 
International Literary Prize in recognition of 'exceptional work in the fight against illiteracy', and it is 
now used by 350 organisations in 60 countries worldwide.  
 
HIV/AIDS causes the deaths of approximately 8,200 people every single day, the majority of them in 
poor countries. International trade rules mean that drugs to treat the disease are too expensive for 
most poor people; the scope of the disease means that parents die and children are left both orphaned 
and head of the family; badly maintained infrastructures mean there are no doctors or health clinics for 
over 30 kilometres. ActionAid has been working on HIV/AIDS since 1987, giving practical support to 
people living with the disease in 23 countries, as well as campaigning and lobbying rich governments 
and international institutions to make access to drugs, care and treatment fair and unbiased.  In Africa 
a shocking 60 million people have been directly affected by the epidemic. We are working with the 
governments of Ethiopia, Rwanda, Burundi and Ghana to establish National AIDS Commissions and 
community support groups that act as lifelines in hard-hit regions. In Asia, the virus is now spreading 
even faster than in Africa, with 7.2 million people infected. We have expanded our work across the 
region to help vulnerable people, such as trafficked women and girls forced into prostitution, to fight for 
affordable treatment and access to AIDS prevention information. We also helped develop Stepping 
stones, a training programme that helps people explore their own sexual health needs, discuss the 
changes that they want, and find ways of making those changes. Stepping stones programmes are 
currently used by 2,000 organisations in 100 countries worldwide.  
 
Women and girls experience poverty differently from men and boys.  
On top of the deprivations imposed by lack of food, clean water, shelter or work, they suffer the cruel 
daily discriminations that are a women's lot in many parts of the world. Along with our partners, 
ActionAid works directly with six and a half million women and girls around the world to change this 
unjust reality. And they are not the only ones who benefit. Research shows that working through 
women pays development dividends for entire communities. So we have been expanding our efforts to 
empower disadvantaged women and campaign against the prejudices that lead to discrimination and 
abuse. In Asia we work with sex and sweatshop workers, adolescent girls, trafficked and homeless 
women, and those who are HIV-positive.  In Africa we help women and girls battle sexual violence and 
domestic abuse and fight for land ownership and reproductive rights. In Latin America and the 
Caribbean we campaign against domestic violence and for the rights of HIV-positive women. We also 
support 110 national women's organisations around the world, including in Haiti, Bangladesh, Pakistan 
and Uganda.  
 
Natural disaster, drought, flood, earthquake, famine or violent conflict - an emergency causes intense 
suffering, trauma and loss. ActionAid works in emergency situations providing immediate relief and 
setting up long-term projects that help communities rebuild their lives and reduce their vulnerability to 

future disasters and conflicts.   Emergencies and violent conflict are not one-off events so we promote 
change to ensure that people’s rights are not undermined by these events. Often though, recovery 
takes a lot longer than the few weeks which may be the attention span of the television cameras. After 
we have dealt with the immediate needs, we work to secure poor and excluded people’s rights so that 
they are less vulnerable to emergencies and more capable to fend for themselves. 
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Every Penny Counts… 

 
How your events can make a world of difference 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you for your support. 
 

 

A street collection that raises £60 

could provide a nutritious meal for a 

street child every night for a year at an 

ActionAid street shelter in Delhi, India. 

 
 

A pub quiz that raises £100 could run 
a medical unit for 5 days, treating over 

1000 people in Gujarat. 

 

A fashion show that raises £150 

could buy 50 shoes to help a community 

start farming again in Rwanda. 

 

A karaoke evening that raises £200 

could provide enough medicine and 

nutritional supplements to keep 20 
HIV/Aids orphans healthy for a year in 

Rwanda. 

 
 

An Elvis night that raises £250 could 

pay for the annual salary of one 

teacher/facilitator at an Access centre in 

Ethiopia. 

 

A casino night that raises £336 could 

provide a street child in India with food, 
shelter, medical care and education for a 

year. 

 

A concert that raises £790 could build 

a well in Afghanistan, providing 120 

families with safe, clean water. 

 
 


