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Introduction 
 
Education is one of the best ways for people to lif t themselves out of poverty and can provide 
a window of hope for millions of young people.  Yet  93 million children of primary school age 
are out of school and only 60% of children of the a ppropriate age attend a secondary school. 
 
In Brazil, there is a huge gap between rich and poor people, with the richest 10% of the population 
earning nearly 50% of the country’s potential income.  In the big cities of Rio de Janeiro and Sao 
Paulo up to one third of the population live in favelas (shanty towns) with the majority engaged in low 
paid casual work.  The huge gap between rich and poor ensures that the drugs trade flourishes, 
bringing with it violence and intimidation.  Although most children in Brazil are receiving some form of 
education, 33 million receive less than four years schooling, with violence, poor teaching standards 
and poverty causing high drop out rates. 
 
The Cidade de Deus (City of God) is probably one of the 
most notorious slums in the world.  Made famous by the 
2002 Academy Award nominated film, the city is home to 
over 60,000 people, with children making up 40% of the 
population.  Gangs, gun crime and the drugs trade 
dominate the city, with children especially vulnerable and 
it is estimated that 20% of children will not survive to 
their teens.  In school for only half the day, children 
playing in the streets are easy prey for drug traffickers 
and gangs to recruit, dragging them into a life of drugs 
and violence.  Police raids and gun crime further disrupt 
the school day, leaving some so fearful to attend that 
they drop out of classes. 
 
This Priority Project is run by ActionAid in partnership with a local organisation called CEACC.  The 
project aims to stop children falling into a life of drugs and violence by setting up after school clubs, 
which will encourage children to stay off the streets, develop their skills, build their confidence and 
continue their education for a better future. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



 
What your support has achieved 
 
Working closely with our partner organization CEACC , your money has helped to fund the 
management of an after school club in the City of G od.  This centre has supported 250 children 
to participate in activities and further education,  preventing them from falling into a life of 
drugs and crime. 
 
The centre offers sport and recreational activities, such as football and capoeira (Afro-Brazilian Martial 
Arts) and dance classes, encouraging children to attend the centre rather than wander the streets.  
Teachers are also employed to give the children extra tuition in the hope that a better education will 
offer an alternative to the lure of trafficking, building their confidence to give them hope and aspirations 
for their future.  
 
Children aged between 5 and 16 attend the centre with some then continuing their involvement as 
volunteers.  The demand to attend the centre is high so places are allocated to children based on the 
order of enrolment and an analysis of their current situation in terms of risk, vulnerability and poverty.  
 
After-School Club Activities 
 
All the activities are carefully timetabled and take place either at CEACC’s community centre or across 
the road in a local samba school, which is also where the football pitch is located.  The main activities 
currently being offered are; karate, capoeira, afro-dance and football.  These activities are all aimed to 
attract children to the centre and they are then encouraged to stay on and attend the study orientation 
classes. 
 
Karate : The teachers tell us that Karate is really popular with the boys and although girls sometimes 
put their names down, they often wait until another girl turns up, then they come and really enjoy it. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

‘It’s not just about teaching Karate; it’s about cr eating citizenship for these children in 
the context of their interactivity.’ 

Atila, a project coordinator at CEACC 
 



 
Football:  In total 70 children are currently signed up to the football classes, which are all taken by the 
coach Zeze. About 10 girls and 50 boys turn up to the classes at any one time.  Although the boys and 
girls always practice together, they compete as separate teams. 
 
Capoeira & Afro-Dance:  The capoeira classes are evenly split with 
50% boys and 50% girls, whilst the afro-dance group is almost the 
opposite of karate with mainly girls taking part.   

 
Study Orientation:  The focus of these classes is enhancing the children’s reading and writing skills.  
When they first attend many find it difficult to concentrate, so the class coordinator asks them to read 
parts of a story and organises them into groups to read a full book between them.   

 
Other activities include the coordinator reading a story 
and the children drawing or writing about it.  Generally 
after a year of attending the classes many become 
good enough to read themselves and choose their own 
books. The centre has a library of books covering 
subjects ranging from the story of The City of God, race 
relations in Brazil and women’s rights to Harry Potter 
and Barbie. 

 
  

All children are encouraged to attend the study orientation classes, which last 1.5 hours and most of 
them try to come every day the centre is open.   
 
The activities run by the study co-ordinators are designed to further stimulate what the children are 
being taught in school rather than teach new things and all children attending must have a basic level 
of reading.  The centre can have up to 60 children taking part in a study orientation class at one time 
and the coordinators’ key objective is to stimulate the reading and writing of those in the class, building 
and developing their skills and concentration.   
 

‘The boys are sometimes to shy to attend and will w ait 
until another boy signs up; once they do, they alwa ys 
attend the classes!’ 

Gilberto, Afro-dance teacher 
 

‘CEACC has everything that is good, as Afro-dance, 
karate and capoeira. The public presentations of da nce 
that we do are cool and in funny places. I like our  afro-
dance teacher Gilberto so much!’  

Camylla, CEACC attendee 

 ‘Some children want to come to study every day 
and ask if they can come to the classes on 
Saturday!’ 

  Maria, Study Co-ordinator 

“I like to attend the Afro-dance at CEACC and I als o like the teacher. I like the visits we did 
to other dance projects and the friendship among ev erybody. I love CEACC”.  

Marina, CEACC Attendee 



 
When I grow up . . . 
 
We asked three girls attending a study orientation class why they liked coming to the CEACC centre, 
what their favourite activity and book was and what they hoped to do when they grew up. 
 
 
 
Thaylane  is 12 years old and loves coming to CEACC and everything 
about it!  She lives very close to the centre in a house that she shares with 
her great grandmother, grandmother, parents, 2 uncles and her cousin. 
 
Favourite activity:  Capoeira, dance and study – but dance is her 
favourite.   
 
Favourite Book: Harry Potter (she has read 4 of them).  
 
Ambition:  Thaylane would like to be a teacher or a nurse when she is 
older.  
 
 

 

Milena  is eight years old and has been attending CEAAC for just over a 
month.  She likes coming to CEACC because it is fun and she learns lots.  
 
Favourite activity: Karate! She does this with five other girls. She is very 
excited, as she is about to take part in her first championship.  
 
Favourite Book:   Milena really likes reading and her favourite book is a 
book that teaches you about combating racism.  Recently CEACC 
organised a trip to a book fair and she managed to buy 5 books on 
Barbie for just R$1(28p) 
 
Ambition:  Milena isn’t sure what she wants to be when she grows up, 
but it will either be a doctor, or a vet.  She says she would also like to be 
a flight attendant but she travelled to Brasilia once for her cousin’s 
birthday and it made her sick.   

 
 
 
Adriane is seven years old and has been coming to the centre for one 
year.   
 
Favourite Activity: She likes coming to the study orientation class and 
reads a different book every day, but doesn’t like football because the ball 
hit her once. 
 
Favourite Book: When we visited Adriane she had just read ‘The 
Different Ant’ and really liked it.   
 
Ambition: When she grows up Adriane wants to be a teacher. 
  
 



 
Looking Forward 

 
With your support, the CEACC centre in the City of God is giving hundreds of children the opportunity 
to play and learn together, giving them an alternative to the violence and crime that surrounds them.  
However, the project is only half way through and we still need your support and fundraising to ensure 
the programme can continue with more activities helping more vulnerable children. 
 
With your continued support in 2008 we hope to: 
 

�  Open the IT centre within the CEACC centre, giving the children a chance to learn vocational 
skills that will help them to secure employment in the future. 

�  Purchase more books and educational materials for the study orientation classes. 
�  Utilise the broadcasting equipment purchased, for use during public events and to produce 

radio shows to be broadcast on community radio stations. 
�  Secure the use of the football pitch to ensure it is safe for the children to use all year.   
�  Attract and encourage more children to take part in the classes and visit the centre. 

 
 
Thank you 
 
Your support throughout 2007 has given hundreds of children in the City of God a real chance for a 
better future, away from the violence and crime that surrounds them. These children now have the 
opportunity to play, interact and learn new skills, allowing them to see their own potential and hopefully 
realise their ambitions.  
 
ActionAid could never have achieved these project a ctivities without your support. From all the 
children in ActionAid’s CEACC centre and from every one at ActionAid – thank you . 
 
 
 
 
 


