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LERA TOWN FUND
-continuing to transform lives in Lera Town

Vicky’s Water Project was launched in memory of Victoria Buchannan
after she was tragically killed in 2006. Friends, family and colleagues
came together to remember Vicky and raised over £500,000 in 2007
which will bring water to families in Lera Town, Ethiopia and the
surrounding area.

Vicky's Water Project was delivered by the charity ActionAid and
whilst ActionAid Ethiopia work on bringing Vicky's Water Project to
life, the people of Lera have identified other priority needs such as
education and healthcare which can now be focused on. Lera Town
Fund will begin by supporting educational work in this area.

As just one example of how this might help contribute to the people of
Lera Town the school currently has insufficient classrooms so they
have to hold classes in two sessions in order to teach all the pupils.

Eight classrooms have already been built by the community with S,

support from ActionAid and the regional government. However, there are now 955 puplls expected in
the school — double the number who attended the previous year. Furthermore this number will grow as
a result of Vicky’s Water Project as infant mortality rates decline and children are freed from the chore
of helping to collect water and therefore are able to attend school.

The situation in Lera Town

Traditionally sourcing safe water was a job for the women
and girls of the household and a task that could take hours
as it involved walking long distances. Girls who were
responsible for collecting water didn't have time to go to
school. Whilst Vicky's Water Project will bring water, the
Lera Town Fund seeks to bring access to education to
many more children and adults in Lera Town, particularly
women and girls.

Three years ago only 35% of the total school age population were able to attend school.

e  Only 40% of students went onto secondary school after completing 8" grade.

e For girls the situation was even worse with only 12.5% of girls able to enrol into secondary
schools.

Reasons for low attendance in schools.

Children are not able to attend school due to the lack of schools in their area, their location and the
capacity of the schools. These problems affect girls more greatly than boys as parents don’t allow their
daughters to travel long distances to school. If parents can afford education, priority is given to boys.
The nearest secondary school is in Hossana Town, about 60km away from the project area. Girls are
rarely allowed to travel that far, so are unable to attend school and as a result they feel hopeless and
are often subject to arranged marriage.

ActionAid has been working with the local government to raise awareness of these issues and as a
result the area now has more primary schools with vital teaching and learning materials, enrolment
rate has increased to 64% and the number of formal primary schools has grown from 17 to 37 in
addition to 23 non-formal education centres. The number of students has grown from 20,000 to over
44,300, which is a great achievement.
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Secondary education — the situation

The increase in primary school attendance has lead to
increasing demand for secondary schools in the area.

e 3 schools have currently been constructed with
government and ActionAid Ethiopia's support

e 3086 students (34% females) were able to
enrol in the three secondary schools from grade
9-11. About 29% of the students were those
who stopped going to school as a result of the
lack of secondary schools close by.

e All thee secondary schools (Mugo, Kilto and Lera) lack adequate classroom blocks and other
essential quarters and facilities according to the standard set by the Government for secondary
school establishments.

e 2240 students (41% girls) are expected to complete 8" grade and be enrolled in secondary
schools in September 2008, when the new Ethiopian academic year begins. Unfortunately the
existing schools have no capacity to accommodate this additional number of students unless
expansion work is done in the existing schools. The community has been persistently
asking for support from ActionAid Ethiopia and the Government to construct additional
classroom blocks together with supplying basic teaching and learning materials.

Community involvement

The people of Lera town do not have the resource to fund the project
but they will be contributing their labour and local materials to help
move their project forward.

Teachers
ActionAid Ethiopia continue to work with the Government to raise
awareness of these needs and the result is that the local government
has also agreed to permanently assign qualified teachers to the
schools.

How Lera Town fund will help

Lera Town Fund will begin by funding one block of 4 classrooms to

= allow children continue their education. We will take the project one
classroom at a time and ensure plans are made for long term improvements. Each block costs
£20,000. The more money we raise, the more we can do to allow more children access to education
in Lera Town.

Thank you for supporting this vital work.

ActionAid is a registered charity number 274467. We're dedicated to ending the extreme poverty that kills 28 children every
minute of every day. We're a partnership between people in poor countries and people in rich countries - all working
together to end poverty for good. All photos are from Petterik Wiggers/ Panos Pictures/ ActionAid.

80% of Lera Town Fund will be allocated to work in Lera Town and the surrounding areas. 20% will be allocated to our global fund,
funding the work which is most in need which includes campaigning for education in Ethiopia and other countries, responding to
emergencies and much more.

For more information please contact
Helen Walker / 0207 561 7651 / Helen.Walker@actionaid.org



