s water project

delivered by actionaid

“Water Is a basic
right of every
human being”

Vicky in her MPhil thesis

On 17" October 2006, Vicky was killed by a lorry whilst bicycling to work. She is loved
dearly by so many and her loss leaves a huge void. In the face of this, through the
enthusiasm and goodwill of so many, the idea of Vicky's Water Project came about in the
hope that something positive could spring from our loss.

Vicky left us with many things and one was the knowledge of what would represent a
fitting legacy in her memory. While at Newcastle University studying for a geography
degree and then an M Phil in Water Development, she spent many months in Ethiopia and
South Africa. Therefore it seemed right to identify a cause within the area for which she
had such a passion.

Our hope was to find one clearly defined practical project that would give all its supporters
a clear sense of ownership and that would leave a really worthwhile long term legacy.

While preparing her dissertation in 1999 Vicky worked with ActionAid on a water project
providing clean running water to Dalocha in Ethiopia and we have worked with ActionAid
to identify a similar Ethiopian venture that Vicky’s Water Project could support.

At a cost of £115,000 clean water can be brought to some 10,000 people in Lera and
Demala Town and the infrastructure will be laid to reach many more as funds become
available. If, as we hope, £226,000 can be raised, the entire project can be completed
and the lives of nearly 20,000 human beings will be transformed for the better.

On the day that Vicky was killed she was carrying £10.88 and these were the very first
funds paid into Vicky's Water Project. On these foundations it is the intention of Vicky's
family, friends and supporters to write a new chapter in her life.
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The need for Vicky's Water Project

“Throughout the Woreda, in the rainy season, you co me
across deceiving rivers. To tell you the truth they only last
for four months, because they follow the footpath o f the
rain. After they are gone with the end of the rainy season,
we are in real mess for getting water of whatever g  uality.”

Shemsiya tells us more about the water problems in Lera

Background to Ethiopia

Ethiopia is one of the poorest countries in Africa. Nearly 85 per cent of its 64 million
people are entirely dependent on subsistence farming. Seventeen years of civil unrest,
which ended with the overthrow of dictator Mengistu Haile Mariam in 1991, has taken its
toll on the country.

High spending on the war meant that there was little money for investment in industry or
agriculture, on which so many people depend. With peace and political stability, steps
are now being taken slowly to improve basic services like health and education.
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Facts About Ethiopia

- 78% of people do not have access to
clean and safe drinking water.

- 39% of Ethiopia’s population will not
live beyond the age of 40.
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- Only 36% of the population enrol in
school.
SOMALIA - Average life expectancy is 48 years.
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The struggle for water in Lera Town

Lera Town can be found in West Azernet Berbere Woreda (Zone), 25km north of Hosanna
Town. The rainy season stretches from April to mid September with the highest rainfall
occurring from June to September. The Woreda in general, and Lera Town in particular,
suffer from a desperate shortage of water from December to April, for both human and
livestock consumption. The community uses seasonal springs during the rainy seasons,
which are near to their villages, but during the dry season all except a few springs dry out,
making life very difficult.




Unsafe water means illnesses

Even when water can be found in the unprotected springs, streams and hand-dug
wells, the water is usually unclean and unsafe and exposes the community to
water-borne illnesses such as typhoid and diarrhoea. Due to the lack of adequate
healthcare available, these illnesses can often kill the young and the old.

Women'’s burden

The traditional division of roles means that women and their small children bear the
biggest burden when it comes to finding water. Even for those women in villages
which are closer to the water points, the task can take up to 6 hours. Due to the
high demand and long queues, women from further villages often do not return
from fetching water until midnight, when they must battle with the darkness and
wild animals.

As well as adding to women’s already significant workload, the task of fetching
water takes them away from other vital tasks which are needed to earn a living and
raise a family.

Vicky's Water Project.

Capping springs.

There are two powerful springs found in Anfar Kebele, 11 km away from Lera Town.
These have been selected to supply water to Lera Town and the five surrounding villages.
The springs have very good discharge capacity of 5.75 litres per second. The local
authority estimates that if the community grows at 3% per annum the spring should
continue to meet community needs for at least 15 years. The water has been tested and
confirmed safe.

The springs will be capped and developed so that water can be captured at its usual
discharge rate and stored in a wet well measuring 50m3. From this, the water will be
pumped through the use of pumps and generators to an elevated area, 100m above and
750m away from the springs, and stored in large reservoirs.

Laying pipelines
The water will be distributed from the reservoirs by gravity through pipelines and water
kiosks to users in their respective areas.

Phase One

A pipeline will be installed from the reservoirs to Lera town and Demala. Water distribution

lines and points will be constructed, bringing clean and safe drinking water to some 10,000

people. The capping of the well will ensure the cleanliness of the water for all its users and

the distance the villagers must travel to find water will also be significantly reduced.
Cost £114,000

Phase Two

The local community decided that Lera Town and Demala, having the largest populations,

the biggest need and being centrally located, should be the first to benefit from the new

water points and kiosks. If further funds are secured, the community would like to organise

additional piping and water points to be constructed to benefit an additional 8,000 to10,000

people living in the surrounding villages of Duna, Anfar, Jaremo and Kecha Chumeta.
Cost £112,000

Total Cost £226,000




Working in partnership

ActionAid, which has been active in Ethiopia since 1989, will work in partnership with the
local authority and local community in order to deliver Vicky's Water Project. As in
Dalocha, there has been intensive preparation by the local people, who are totally
supportive of the scheme and are preparing to take responsibility for its operation. Whilst
we hope that most of our objectives will have been reached within two years of this project
commencing, the support of ActionAid will continue for a further 13 years. In these ways
we can ensure the effective and sustainable implementation of this programme.

Community Involvement

Communities in and around Lera Town have already done much to try and improve their
water situation, such as fencing off water points to keep animals away, and clearing and
cleaning the eye of the springs. However, the situation remains dire for the poor people
living there. It can be transformed by Vicky's Water Project — just as Vicky witnessed for
herself in Dalocha almost a decade ago.

Sofia Nadu lives in Dalocha in Ethiopia. She used to have to spend over six hours per day

gathering water which was barely fit for her childr en to drink. Now, thanks to the support of
ActionAid and her own hard work, she has access to safe and clean drinking water. She
spends her newly-found six hours per day growing fr uit and coffee which she sells at her

local market. She uses the money to buy clothes, m edicine and blankets for her children.
With your support, the people of Lera Town can expe rience the same transformation in their
lives.

A more detailed version of this proposal can bed  ownloaded from www.vickyswaterproject.com




